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proceeds to state,4 had a not unnatural dislike for the
Romans, and by him all the Eoman residents in Armenia
were massacred. The wrath of Augustus was naturally
roused at this piece of barbarism, and he seized the pre-
text of a request from certain Armenian nobles to send
Tiberius with an army and orders to dethrone the
Armenian king, and put in his place Tigranes II., who
had been a hostage at Borne. The task of Tiberius was
made an easy one by the assassination of Artaxias before
the Roman army reached Armenia.5 The reign of
Tigranes, however, soon came to an end. He perished in
a war with the barbarous tribes of the frontier. And at
this point the account of Dion diverges from that of
Tacitus. I have already quoted the account of the latter
writer. The former asserts that Tigranes was succeeded
by the dueen, Erato. When she had lost the kingdom,
the Romans tried to set up as ruler Ariobarzanes, a
Mede and refugee at Rome*6 The Armenians, however,
joined the Parthians in resistance to this interference,
and in fifont of one of their fortresses Caius Csesar was
treacherously wounded. Ultimately, Ariobarzanes was
established by Roman arms; and at his death Augustus
set up his son, Artabazes or Artavasdes. At the death,
Dion proceeds,7 of Artaxes (who must be either this
Artabazes or his son), Artabanus the Parthian gave
Armenia to his son, Arsaces, and afterwards to Mithra-
dates the Iberian.

It will be seen that Dion and Tacitus cannot be
reconciled in their accounts of the names and fates of the
successors of Tigranes. Tacitus makes Artabazus the
successor of that monarch, followed in order by Ario-

4 Dion Cassius, lib. H. c. 16.           6 Ibid., lib. liv. c. 9.

6 Ibid,, lib. Iv, c. 10a.                     7 ibid., lib. Iviii. c. 26.